
Draft 2, Minutes 

Camden Energy and Sustainability Committee 

Monday, June 17, 2019 

5:30-7 pm J. French Conference Room 

 
Recording of the committee meeting can be found at     https://www.youtube.com/c/TownofCamdenMaine 

 
Present: Anita Brosius-Scott (committee chair), Pete Kalajian (committee deputy chair), Bruce Means, Brian 

Robinson, Sarah Miller. 

Absent:  Alex Facq, Anna Ford, Marina Schauffler, Select Board Liaison Marc Ratner. 

Next Energy and Sustainability Committee meeting Monday, July 15, at 5:30 pm at the French Conference 

Room.  

Minutes for May and April meetings were unanimously approved. 

Non-Agenda items: 

Anita raised the question of the energy implications of lawn mowing by the town, particularly of cemeteries and 

most notably the new section of Oak Hill. She said that she has seen a cemetery that aligned gravestones, grass 

areas and edging between them to simplify mowing to straight lanes and eliminate grass immediately around 

gravestones, which would reduce mowing time required and almost eliminate the need to use trimmer 

machines. A newly-established cemetery has an opportunity to plan for more efficient future maintenance. 

Gravestones are being placed in that cemetery (as opposed to ground-level markers).  Does the EnComm want 

to pursue possible recommendations in the future? Brian pointed out the disproportionately high carbon 

footprint of mowers. A discussion followed. The committee decided against making recommendations regarding 

this issue for the time being, but agreed that this is an area where the committee might at some point provide 

advice to city departments developing their own strategies to minimize fossil fuel use in line with the Global 

Covenant of Mayors.  

Agenda items: 

1. Membership in Energy Committee: The committee is allowed ten members and currently has eight; one of 

those eight is graduating HS senior Alex Facq.   EnComm would still like to have a high school representative. 

Pete proposed Watershed student Pearl Benjamin, who is interested. Pete also suggested Watershed School 

founding director and biologist Phil Gerard as a regular member. Anita applauded the suggestions, and Pete 

agreed to follow up. Anita also reported that the concept of an intern for the EnComm would not work for this 

summer as there are no specific tasks identified for such a position; there is no Town funding for interns; and 

the Town would like to clarify methodology for intern assistance to committees. Pete pointed out that many 

colleges do sponsor summer intern positions so it is possible that if we determine a need, we could submit our 

need for an intern to a college and they might sponsor the position. Otherwise we would need to propose such 

funding to the Town by January, prior to the budget cycle. We should keep this in mind for next summer. 

2. Energy Info Flier:  

           a. Anita reviewed a recent update to the committee from town Planning and Development Director 

Jeremy Martin on procedures for developing an energy flier for proposed insertion with property tax bills going 

https://www.youtube.com/c/TownofCamdenMaine


out this autumn. That reply noted the possibility that other committees might request fliers and also the 

potential for developing other means to get information out to the broader community. Uncertainty was 

expressed as to how this should be interpreted. Anita noted that the town is working with a consultant to build a 

new website that could eventually provide a better vehicle for getting out information. However, there was 

wide support for making a special-case argument that an energy flier should go out at least this one year, 

given the imperative for speed resulting from Camden’s adherence to the Global Covenant of Mayors. It was 

also broadly agreed that this communication should be a statement by the town itself, rather than a missive 

from the energy committee. The EnComm could propose a draft. 

          b. Anita asked for specific comments on a draft flier sent to committee members. Some favored cutting 

out details on past and ongoing committee actions and focusing on the implications of Camden’s sign-on to the 

Global Covenant of Mayors. Several members supported including a statement that meeting our obligations 

under the Covenant is the town’s No. 1 priority. Anita favored providing more detailed information. After further 

discussion, it was agreed that we should have a relatively complete draft in hand before going to town 

officials to make the case for a flier. In light of the tight deadline for inclusion in tax bills, members agreed to 

immediately launch group editing and commenting on drafts using Google Docs. Anita agreed to set up the 

initial draft, incorporating the recommendations in Marina’s draft that was circulated and shown to the Select 

Board when EnComm presented to the SelBd (June 4). 

3. Status updates: 

         a. Anita noted that, although there had been discussion by the Town Manager and Planner regarding 

energy use implications of new indoor marijuana growing businesses, no provision for evaluation or oversight of 

energy-use implications was included in the new zoning amendment ordinance nor was provided to voters prior 

to their voting on it at the June Town Meeting. [The new zoning ordinance does, however, go into detail 

regarding setbacks, security, management practices, odor mitigation, ventilation and filtration systems, disposal 

practices, documentation procedures, operational plan, pesticide application and evidence of compliance.] This 

relates to the high electrical and heating requirements for growing indoors. Pete noted that proper 

consideration of the climate impacts of town actions is frequently lacking and that, in light of Camden’s 

membership in the Global Covenant of Mayors, every town decision going forward should be viewed through 

the lens of climate change and the decision’s impact on the Town’s carbon footprint. It was proposed that at 

least one committee member should attend all future public hearings and encourage discussion and evaluation 

of carbon footprint implications. 

         b. Solar Array: The town has signed a contract with Maine Solar Engineering; MSE’s Rich Roughgarden has 

started his work, focusing on solar PV array opportunities, both in-town and outside. Expansion at Sagamore 

Farm has not been removed from consideration, pending a report from a traffic consultant. There is a town 

“unofficial” road to the Sagamore Farm lot, Anita noted, but it does not directly access the present solar array 

site on that lot; wetlands present a potential obstacle to that access. Presently the array is accessed by vehicles 

via private land through an easement agreement. Also, Roughgarden will be looking at the potential for solar 

panels on the roofs of town buildings, including the new Middle School. A quick decision on solar expansion 

remains a committee priority.  

Adjourned at 7 pm. 


